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Ecclesiastes 2:24 – Grueling Labor 
Dear Culture Contrarian:

I’ve been thinking about “success” as I am translating Ecclesiastes. This is a difficult book to teach because people come to church hoping to find something helpful and uplifting. Solomon’s take on life is both helpful and uplifting, but only if you accept his premise. His argument is really quite simple: if you leave God out, your life is meaningless…but even if you bring God into focus, your life on this planet is fleeting, and death robs you of all control. Who knows if the one following you will be a fool or a wise person?

If we bring God into the picture (“This also, I saw, was from the hand of God.” Eccl. 2:24), what does success look like? Ecclesiastes 2:24 is the first “value” statement in Ecclesiastes. He is building an argument that God wants people to walk with Him and enjoy life. He will actually give us specific commands on how to enjoy life later in the book, but here Solomon is establishing the foundation of what comes later. You can study these commands for enjoying life here, click on Ecclesiastes: http://www.drmjeffa.com/videolog.html.
 
“Nothing is better for a man than that he should eat and drink, and that his soul should enjoy good in his labor. This also, I saw, was from the hand of God” (Eccl. 2:24 NKJV). Success is eating, drinking and causing your soul to see good in your work. The word translated “enjoy” is literally “cause to see.” You are to cause your soul to do something, namely see the “good” in your labor. “Labor” doesn’t fully convey Solomon’s thinking. The word does mean “labor,” but it is labor that includes the trouble, humility, unpleasantness, and distressing experience of hard, toiling work.  The rising generation in America has been taught that everything they do is significant; their work will save the company, their diet will rescue the animals, their eco-friendly footprint will save the planet. Disillusionment waits in the wings. Isn’t it better to start with Solomon’s premise that life is made up of hard work?  

What grueling tasks are you involved with today? Stop for lunch, take your water breaks, and cause your soul to seek good in your labor. This is God’s gift to you.
